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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 8350 

E. O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, FR, GE, GW, UR, US, UK, WB 

SUB J : SOVIETS MAY BE COOLING DOWN ON BERLIN 

REF: MOSCOW 7783 

1. A RECENT CONVERSATION BETWEEN AN FRG EMBOFF AND THE MFA 
WEST GERMAN DESK OFFICER (TEREKHOV) GIVES ADDED WEIGHT TO THE 
THEORY THAT THE SOVIETS LARGELY FOR CSCE REASONS, ARE READY TO 
COOL OFF THE RHETORIC ON BERLIN (REFTEL). TEREKHOV SAID THAT 
THE DISTINGUISHING FEATURE OF THE GENSCHER VISIT TO WEST 
BERLIN WAS THE WAY IT WAS PLAYED UP IN THE WESTERN PRESS-AN 
INDICATION THAT THIS PRESS PLAY WAS AT LEAST AS IMPORTANT A 
FACTOR AS THE VISIT ITSELF IN PROVOKING SOVIET COMMENTARIES. 
TEREKHOV ADDED THAT FURTHER PUBLIC REMARKS ON BERLIN BY EITHER 
THE WESTERN OR EASTERN SIDE WOULD NOT HELP, AND THAT THE 
DEBATE WOULD DIE DOWN AS LONG AS THERE WAS NOTHING NEW FROM 
THE WEST. 
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2. BREZHNEV, KOSYGIN, AND PODGORNY, IN SPEECHES WITH FAIRLY 
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LONG FOREIGN POLICY SECTIONS LAST WEEK, MADE NO MENTION OF 
BERLIN. THUS IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THIS ROUND OF SQUABBLING, 

AT LEAST, IS OVER. 

MATLOCK 
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